AUTHORITY OR LIBERTY?
this national system of control, I thought of Mussolini, who spoke with me in the same way about it, but from quite different motives. He would like to see his Italians increase in number so that he might demand for them the space which is lacking today, imperialistically in a State with limited freedom. Masaryk, against his democratic principles, would curb personal freedom in this matter out of respect for the laws of Nature, ethics and romantic sentiment. The grounds on which both these men base their ideas leave me cold. As I found this case-hardened democrat so critical of parliament, corruption and the party system, I asked him finally how this democracy could be rescued from the crisis in which it is now floundering. He had his argument ready and it was, as might have been expected, of a moral nature.
"To save democracy? Crisis? Yes, but not only for democracy, also for monarchy, and Russia, a general crisis that pervades our whole transitional epoch. If parliamentarism and universal suffrage be really in such a desperate crisis, the electorate itself is in a critical situation, which means the citizens; in short, the whole social order. Apart from the fact that a crisis is only a crisis when it does not